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PROVIDING FOR THE ACQUISITION OF ADDITIONAL LAND ALONG 
THE MOUNT VERNON MEMORIAL HIGHWAY IN EXCHANGE FOR 
CERTAIN DREDGING PRIVILEGES 


Fresruary 12, 1959.—Committed to the Committee of the Whole House on the 
State of the Union and ordered to be printed 


Mr. Jones of Alabama, from the Committee on Public Works, 
submitted the following 


REPORT 


[To accompany H. R. 2228] 


The Committee on Public Works, to whom was referred the bill 
(H.R. 2228) to provide for the acquisition of additional land along the 
Mount Vernon Memorial Highway in exchange for ecrtain dredging 
ee and for other purposes, having considered the same, report 
avorably thereon with amendments and recommends that the bill 
do pass. 

The amendments are as follows: 

Page 2, line 5, after the word “Capital” strike the words “Park 
and”’. 

Page 3, line 21, strike the word ‘‘War” and insert the words ‘‘the 
Army”. 

Page 4, line 7, strike the word “War” and imsert the words “the 
Army”. 

PURPOSE OF THE BILL 


The purpose of H.R. 2228 is to authorize the Secretary of the In- 
terior to acquire certain lands in exchange for dredging and other 
rights on lands already owned by the United States located on the 
gent side of the Mount Vernon Memorial Parkway in Fairfax County, 

a. 


GENERAL STATEMENT 


The bill covers two adjoining parcels of land located ong the east 


side of the Mount Vernon Memorial Highway just south of Hunting 
Creek in the State of Virginia and extending from the highway to the 
Potomac River. It authorizes the Federal Government, through the 
Secretary of the Interior, to accept from the Smoot Sand & Gravel 
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Corp., the present owners of the property, fee simple title to a strip 
of land below Hunting Creek, approximately 5,700 feet in length, 
approximately 800 feet in width, containing 110 acres, more or less, 
plus fee simple title to an adjoining area of 150 acres, more or less, 
also owned by Smoot Sand & Gravel Corp. It would permit Smoot 
Sand & Gravel Corp. to reserve the right to remove sand and gravel 
from this 150-acre tract for a period of 30 years, and it would further 
reserve to Smoot Sand & Gravel Corp. for the same 30-year period 
such riparian rights as are appurtenant to this 150-acre tract. 

In exchange for the deed to the approximately 260 acres, the Federal 
Government would grant to the Smoot Sand & Gravel Corp. the 
privilege of dredging sand and gravel for a period of 20 years from 
approximately 85 acres out of some 110 acres of land belonging to the 
United States. The 110 acres lie along the Potomac River approx- 
mately 800 feet east of the Mount Vernon Memorial Highway and 
directly north of and bordering on the approximately 260 acres to be 
deeded to the Secretary of the Interior. All dredging to be performed 
by the Smoot Sand & Gravel Corp. would be in accordance with the 
plans recommended by the Chief of Engineers and authorized by the 
Secretary of the Army. 

The Secretary of the Interior and the Secretary of the Army are 
authorized to prescribe such terms and conditions as are necessary to 
protect the interest of the United States in carrying out any contracts 
entered into under the bill. 


DISCUSSION 


The committee is of the opinion that the exchange of lands for 
dredging rights as provided in H.R. 2228 would greatly enhance the 
value of the Mount Vernon Memorial Highway. The highway is the 
main approach to one of the Nation’s shrines at Mount Vernon and is 
traveled yearly by thousands of visitors to the area. The additional 
acreage to be acquired under the bill will permit further necessary 
widening of the parkway, and preserve the scenic nature of the area 
traversed by the parkway. It would also preclude the possibility of 
dredging operations which might endanger the highway. 

If the land in question is not acquired at this time, it will increase in 
value and remain available for private use and possible commercial 
development which could affect future improvement and enhancement 
of the parkway. 

Testimony received by the committee in a public hearing disclosed 
that enactment of the legislation would result in the preservation of a 
small net acreage of marshland that will provide an additional wildlife 
habitat in the immediate vicinity. Fishery resources of the Potomac 
River will not be affected by enactment of the bill. 

The committee is of the opinion that H.R. 2228 provides desired 
protection for the Mount Vernon Memorial Parkway on terms that 
are reasonable and equitable to the Federal Government, and recom- 
mends its enactment. 

No expenditure of Federal funds is involved. 
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HEARINGS 


Hearings were held by the committee on the reported bill on 
February 3, at which time favorable testimony was received from 
Members of Congress and representatives of the National Park Serv- 
ice, the Bureau of Commercial Fisheries of the Fish and Wildlife 
Service, the National Capital Planning Commission, and the Corps of 
Engineers. 

DEPARTMENT REPORTS 


Reports from interested Government agencies are favorable and are 
set forth below. 


U.S. DeparTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY, 
Washington, D.C., February 6, 1959. 
Hon. Cuarves A. Buck.ey, 
Chairman, Committee on Public Works, 
House of Representatives, Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Buckiey: Your committee has requested a report on 
H.R. 2228, a bill to provide for the acquisition of additional land along 
the Mount Vernon Memorial Highway in exchange for certain dredg- 
ing privileges, and for other purposes. 

‘ We recommend the enactment of H.R. 2228, if amended as suggested 
erein. 

This bill involves two adjoining parcels of land lying along the east 
side of Mount Vernon Memorial Highway just south of Hunting 


Creek and extending from the highway to the Potomac River. It would 
authorize the Federal Government to accept from the Smoot Sand 
& Gravel Corp. the fee simple title of a strip of land below Hunting 
Creek, approximately 5,700 feet in length, averaging approximately 
800 feet in width, and containing 110 acres, more or less, and also the 
fee — title to an adjoining area of 150 acres, more or less, now 


owned by the Smoot Sand & Gravel Corp., subject to a reservation 
of the right to remove sand and gravel from this tract for a period of 
30 years, and for the same period reserving such riparian rights as 
are appurtenant thereto. In consideration for the transfer of title 
to the Federal Government of the above-mentioned tracts by the 
Smoot Sand & Gravel Corp., that corporation would be granted the 
privilege of dredging sand and gravel from approximately 85 acres 
of land belonging to the United States and lying along the Potomac 
River, and approximately 800 feet east of the Mount Vernon Memorial 
Highway. 

The bill also would authorize the Secretary of the Interior to impose 
appropriate restrictions for removal of the sand and gravel, to establish 
certain mutually beneficial access rights for both parties to the trans- 
ferred lands and contiguous Government lands, and, in cooperation 
with the Secretary of the Army, to prescribe terms and conditions 
necessary to protect the interests of the United States. 

The exchange of land for dredging rights as provided in the bill 
would greatly enhance the Mount Vernon Memorial Highway by 
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widening the present parkway at this location, and in affording an 
increased vista area of approximately 110 acres of fast land and ap- 
proximately 150 acres in scenic or shoreland property. Moreover, 
the exchange would provide advantageous possibilities for improving 
this parkway along the river front for approximately 1 mile. If this 
private land is not acquired at this time, it would remain available 
for utilization for private development which could be inimical to 
the full development and the administration of the parkway. 

The net result would be that the Government would acquire approxi- 
mately 110 acres lying along the east side of the highway. This 
Department feels that the bill would achieve desired protection of 
Mount Vernon Memorial Highway on terms that are reasonable and 
equitable, and favorable to the Government. The exchange provided 
for in the bill would further result in the preservation of a small net 
acreage of marsh and represents an equitable proposal from a wildlife 
habitat standpoint. The fishery resources of the Potomac River 
would not be affected appreciably by the proposal. 

We suggest that the bill be amended on page 2, line 5, by del 
the words “‘Park and’’; on page 3, line 21, by deleting the word ‘ 
and inserting in lieu thereof “the Army’’; and at page 4, line 7, vy 
deleting the word “var” and inserting “the Army” 

Inasmuch as the exchs ng . of land is to be made without monetary 
consideration, there wil | ye no expense or cost to the Government 
resulting from the pi ssage of the bill. 

The Bureau of th B udget has advised that there is no objection 
to the submission of this senate to your committee 

Sincerely yours, 
Rocser Ernst, 
Assistant Secretary of the Interior, 


DePARTMENT OF THE ARmy, 
Washington, D.C., February 10, 1959, 
Hon. Cuarues A. Buck ey, 
Chairman, Committee on Public Works, 
House of Re a9 sentatives. 

Dear Mr. CuatrMan: Reference is made to your request for the 
views of the Department of the Army with respect to H.R. 2228, 86th 
Coneress, a bill to provide for the acquisition of additional land along 
the Mount Vernon Memorial Highway in exchange for certain dredg- 
ing privileges, and for other purposes. 

This bill would authorize the Secretary of the Interior to acquire 
from the Smoot Sand & Gravel Corp. certain lands along the Mount 
Vernon Memorial Highway in Fairfax County, Va., in exchange for 
which the corporation would be permitted to remove sand and gravel 
from certain federally owned lands lying along the Potomac River. 

The interest of the Department of the Army in this bill is confined 
to such dredging operations as may be performed in navigable waters 
in connection with the removal of sand and gravel and as to any effect 
which such operations may have on commerce and navigation. Para- 
graph (d) on page 4 of the bill provides that all dredging shall be 
performed in accordance with plans recommended by the Chief of 
Engineers and authorized by the Secretary of the Army as provided in 





ACQUIRE LAND ALONG MOUNT VERNON MEMORIAL HIGHWAY 5 


section 10 of the act of Congress approved March 3, 1899 (33 U.S.C. 
403). 

The Department of the Army has no objection to the above- 
mentioned bill. If the committee gives favorable consideration to the 
bill, the references to the Secretary of “War’’ on line 21 of page 3 
and line 7 of Pi ie 4 should be changed to Secretary of “the Army”, 
and the words “‘as ataended” in line 9 of page 4 should be deleted. 

The Bureau of the Budget advises that there is no objection to the 
submission of this report. 

Sincerely yours, 
Wiser M. Brucker, 
Secretary of the Army. 


THE SecreTary OF CoMMERCE, 
Washington, D.C., February 11, 1959. 
Hon. Cuaruers A. Bucktey, 
Chairman, Committee on Public Works, House of Representatives 
Was! hington, DC, 

Dear Mr. Cuatrman: This is in reply to your request of January 
19, 1959, for the views of this Department concerning H.R. 2228, a 
bill to provide for the acquisition of additional |: ind along the Mount 
Vernon Memorial Highway in exchange for certain dredging privileges, 
and for other purposes. 

The Department of Commerce would interpose no objection to 
enactment of the pending bill. 

The proposed legislation would authorize the Secretary of the In- 
terior to carry out certain transactions with the Smoot Sand & Gravel 
Corp. in order to protect the Mount Vernon Memorial Hi ghw ay and 
to add further to its memorial character. The Secretary of the In- 
terior would acquire specified lands in the area of the Mount Vernon 
Memorial Parkway, and the Potomac River, in exchan’e for certain 
dredging and other rights on land already owned by the United States 
on the east side of the Mount Vernon Memorial Parkway in Fairfax 
County, Va. 

It would appear that the proposed exchange may be advantageous 
to the Government if the dredging operations are to be confined to 
areas under water and if none of the fast land is to be dredged away. 
Paragraph (4) under subsection (a) on page 3 of the bill is apparently 
intended to provide for this, inasmuch as the scope of the dredging 
operations would be so limited and so conducted as not to undermine 
the adjacent shores of specified areas. 

The Department of Commerce offers no further comment with 
respect to H.R. 2228 and would interpose no objection to its enact- 
ment. 

The Bureau of the Budget has advised that it would interpose no 
objection to the submission of this report to your committee. 


Sincerely yours, 
F. H. Mvetuer, 


Acting Secretary of Commerce. 
O 




















